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DOC population at 62,000 – another record high
     On April 25, during the monthly 
Board of Corrections meeting at the Dick 
Conner Correctional Center in Hominy, 
Oklahoma Department of Corrections 
Director Joe M. Allbaugh informed board 
members that the agency had a record 
number of individuals in the system. 
     “Today we have 62,000 in our system,” 
said Director Allbaugh. “What bothers 
me is back in December we hit a record 
population of 61,000. It has taken just 
four months for an additional 1,000 
people to be included in our numbers of 
incarcerated, supervised, and county jail 
backup.”

     ODOC population numbers
 (as of 4/25/2017):

     • 33,865 — Supervision (GPS moni-
tored, community supervision, proba-
tion/parole)
     • 26,380 — Incarcerated (Prisons and 
halfway houses)
     • 1,755 — County jail backup (People 
who have received judgment/sentencing 
and awaiting transport to ODOC)

     State prisons are at 109 percent 
inmate capacity. Director Allbaugh said 
relief is needed immediately. “Programs 
are the way to get us out of this pickle 
long-term,” he said.  “In the short-term 
the only thing we can do is hope and 
pray the legislature will step up and give 
us the necessary money to acquire, rent, 
beg or borrow more additional beds to 
handle the influx.”

     

The Crime and Justice Institute and the 
Pew Charitable Trusts have projected 
that if there is no action taken to reduce 
Oklahoma’s prison population that 
ODOC will see a population increase of 
25 percent over the next 10 years. Okla-
homa will need three additional prisons 
to absorb those numbers at an estimated 
taxpayer cost of $1.2 billion in capital 
needs and an additional $700 million in 
operating costs.
     Director Allbaugh also informed the 
board that there are currently 261 proba-
tion officers averaging a workload of 130 
cases each.  DOC also has 1,803 cor-
rectional officers (CO) at facilities across 
the state.  Hiring CO’s has been one of 
Allbaugh’s top priorities since heading 
up the agency.

“The only thing we can do is 
hope and pray the legislature will 
step up and give us the necessary 

money to acquire, rent, beg or 
borrow more additional beds to 

handle the influx.”

DOC Director Joe Allbaugh
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OK-CURE president
William Drew dies
     With sadness at his absence and grate-
fulness for his service, we advise you of the 
death of William “Bill” Drew, president of 
OK-CURE.  Bill died March 21, 2017, after 
a brief illness.  His family and dear friends 

were with him at his pass-
ing.
     In addition to serving 
as OK-CURE president, he 
moderated the annual End 
Mass Incarceration Rallies at 
the Oklahoma State Capitol.  

He attended state agency meetings as OK-
CURE’s representative and wrote countless 
letters to newspapers that were published. 
     Bill, a University of Tulsa graduate, 
would talk to anyone about the need for 
criminal justice reform in Oklahoma.  He 
was fearless and persistent, never forget-
ting friends who were still behind bars.  
Bill was a regular contributor to the Tulsa 
World “Letters to the Editor” page.
     Bill’s ashes were interred by his family in 
South Carolina.  

Man of many talents
     It didn’t happen the way I thought it would.  My father was a skydiver, a motor-
cycle rider, a late-night bar brawler, a philanderer, a gambler, a fairly heavy drinker, 
and a risk-taker.  And if that weren’t enough, he was a criminal, so it could have 
gone another way.  Most of my life, I expected it would.
     He died recently of cancer in a mercifully quick but rather ordinary passage for 
such an extraordinary man.
     I remember my father as the late-night popcorn-maker of my childhood.  He 
answered difficult questions with candor.  He had a thirst for knowledge.  He was 
a good listener and always told me the hard truths.  Compliments were earned.
     He was the best storyteller.  His lightning-fast wit was fascinating.  His charm 
was evidenced in the amazing beauties who loved him.  His writing was to the 
point yet eloquent.
     But his best trait was his compassion.  In his last years, he spent time helping 
others, primarily in his work for OK-CURE and letters to the editor for the Tulsa 
World.
     But he also helped those he deemed worthy to get back on their feet.  He said 
he had finally become the best man he could be.  He was proud of that, and I am 
proud for him.
     He is survived by my husband and me, my brother and sister-in-law, and his 
only grandchild.
     William Earl Drew will be missed by the many people he touched.  He was a 
man of character and one hell of a character of a man.

Dara Knight (Bill’s daughter)
This letter was published

 April 2, 2017 in the Tulsa World.

OK-CURE needs active membership for reorganization
     OK-CURE has recently experienced a loss in leadership due to the 
death of Bill Drew and the health issues faced by longtime leader Lynn 
Powell and other founding members.  
     In the past, Lynn has been able to return to the OK-CURE work.  She will 
not be able to do so after her recent hospitalization.  Her son and family 
have insisted she focus on her health and step back from OK-CURE.  
     Lynn and Bill’s perseverance and dedication to the men and women 
behind bars and their families has created a firm foundation on which we 
can build.  Now we need to build our membership and share the respon-
sibilities of this work.
     Why join OK-CURE?  Having a family member or friend in prison can 
be a lonely, discouraging journey.  As a member of OK-CURE you are with 
people who have been on that journey and who care.  As a member you 
can gain tools to help ease the journey and change the criminal justice 
environment here in Oklahoma.  
     The mission of OK-CURE can be summed up in three words:
AWARENESS, ADVOCACY and ASSISTANCE.  
     • AWARENESS – Help educate legislators, department of corrections 
and other officials about the impact of decisions already made and influ-
ence future decisions.
     • ADVOCACY - ??
     • ASSISTANCE – Help other friends and families along the journey of 
having someone in prison.
     Presently, the meetings will be in Tulsa until a new Oklahoma City 
location is found.  The Board is planning on including informative 
speakers in future general membership meetings.  

     OK-CURE immediately needs active members 
and a full Board of Directors!  This is your oppor-
tunity to help shape the future. Let’s continue the 
solid work begun by the founders of OK-CURE!  
Please join the effort!  We want to hear from you!  
     The next meeting is at 2 p.m. Saturday, May 13, 
at the Schusterman-Benson Library in Tulsa. It 
is open to the public.

NEXT MEETING: MAY 13

WAYS YOU CAN HELP
     We would love to have a few more people 
serve on the OK-CURE board in the roles of  chair, 
vice-chair, secretary and treasurer. But you can 
also help by volunteering a few hours a month 
in any of these types of roles: gathering and 
responding to post office box mail and email, 
maintaining and update the website and/or 
Facebook page, helping plan the annual Mass 
Incarceration Rally, organize membership rolls, 
attend Pardon and Parole or Department of 
Corrections meetings. Call (918) 744-9857.
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Changing how lawmakers see prisoners

(SB = Senate Bill, HB = House Bill)
     • SB 185 (Sen. Floyd ) – Parole of Aging Prisoners Act: Passed House, sent back 
to Senate
     • SB 513 (Sen. Shortey ) - Medical parole; modifying who may be put on the 
docket: Legislation died
     • SB 603 (Sen. Treat & Rep. O’Donnell) – Requires a needs and risk assessment 
and case plan for people entering prison: Passed House, sent back to Senate
     • SB 649 (Sen. Treat) – Prohibits simple drug possession convictions from 
being used to lengthen sentences under habitual offender laws: Passed House, 
sent back to Senate
     • SB 650 (Sen. Treat) – Lowers the waiting period for applying for expunge-
ment of a criminal record: Passed House, sent back to Senate
     • SB 689 (Sen. Treat) – Waives costs for enrolling in higher education and sets 
reasonable payment plans, implements evidence-based supervision practices for 
probationers: Passed House, sent back to Senate
     • SB 692 (Sen. A.J. Griffin) - Modifies the County Community Safety Investment 
Fund by providing that the monies in the fund are to be budgeted and expend-
ed by the Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services rather 
than the Office of Management and Enterprise Services as voted on in in SQ 781: 
Passed House, sent back to Senate
     • SB 786 (Sen. Wayne Shaw) – Creates a tiered sentencing structure for 
burglary crimes: Passed House, sent back to Senate
     • SB 792 ( Sen. Treat) – Implements GJRTF pardon and parole reform 
recommendations: Legislation died
     • HB 1338 (Rep. Babinec) – Medical parole; modifying who may be put on the 
docket: Passed Senate, sent back to House
     • HB 1727 (Rep. Blancett) – Parole of Aging Prisoners Act: Legislation died
     • HB 2286 (Rep. O’Donnell) - The committee substitute to HB 2286 contains 
the Governor’s Justice Reform Task Force recommendations relating to pardon 
and parole.  The measure limits the application of earned credits and modifies 
the training, qualifications and meetings of the Pardon and Parole Board and 
eligibility requirements for parole: Passed Senate, sent back to House

     This is a long, slow process requiring 
patience and perserverance.  The good 
news is that anyone can do it!  And we 
need everyone building relationships 
with their legislators and then com-
municating with them, over and over 
again.
     The first step is finding out who 
they are.   First go to this website and 
enter your address:  www.oklegisla-
ture.gov/FindMyLegislature.aspx
     No computer?  Go to your library.  
The web link will provide you with 
the name and contact information for 
your legislators.  If you or your family 
don’t live in Oklahoma, contact the 
legislators for where the prison is that 
holds your friend or loved one.  
     Next step is to write a brief intro-
ductory letter of who you are and why 
you care about criminal justice reform 
issues.  Keep it simple and brief.  Then 
send your letter via email AND printed 
out and mailed.  If you don’t do email, 
send it regular mail. 
     Now start writing them on a regular 
basis.  If something happens at the 
prison you visit or have someone, tell 
your legislator about it.  If legislation is 
coming up that you have an opinion 
on, tell them what you think.
     Keep to one subject per letter and 
keep it brief and factual.  You want 
them to start listening to you.  
     Next try to talk to your legislator or 
their staff person.  They all have offices 
in their home districts, or, if you can 
make it to the Capitol, see them there.  
     This is how we put faces on the 
people in prison and their families.  
Regularly speaking out as individuals 
is how we help legislators see how 
many of us there are.  This is how we 
make change happen.

This is how we 
can all make 
a difference

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE  (as of May 1)
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(SB = Senate Bill, HB = House Bill)
     • HB 1324 (Rep. Justin Humphrey) - 
Significantly narrows down statute in 
regards to how presentence investiga-
tions are done by DOC and under what 
circumstances. It also increases the 
maximum fee that a judge can charge for 
completing the investigation to make it 
consistent with that OJA receives. (Ap-
proved and sent to Gov. Fallin)
     • HB 1854 (Rep. Leslie Osborn) - 
Authorizes bonding for the construction 
of 2 new prisons and for delayed
maintenance at current state prisons. 
(Legislation died)
     • SB 150 (Sen. Roger Thompson) - 
Authorizes a 5% salary increase for all 
Department of Corrections employees. 
(Legislation died)
     • SB 169 (Sen. Roger Thompson) - Au-
thorizes bonding for the construction of 
2 new prisons and for delayed 
maintenance at current state prisons. 
(Legislation died)
     • SB 217 (Sen. A.J. Griffin) - This bill 
address how information is managed 
on Oklahoma Sex Offender Registry and 
clarifies some of the duties between the 
state and local law enforcement. (Passed 
House, sent back to Senate)
     • SB 273 (Sen. Jason Smalley & Rep. 
Scott Biggs) - Modifies the definition 
of rape as it relates to inmates in our 
custody and include sub-contractors of 
DOC contractors. (Approved and signed by 
Gov. Fallin)
     • SB 319 (Sen. Jason Smalley & Rep. 
Scott Biggs) - Allows DOC to be re-

imbursed by inmates when criminal 
charges are filed by the Department 
against the inmate. Collection of the fee 
will come from the inmate’s trust fund or 
mandatory savings account. If no money 
exist in either the inmate will be invoiced 
and payment will be made when funds 
become available. (Passed House, sent 
back to Senate)

OTHER LEGISLATION BEING FOLLOWED BY BOARD OF CORRECTIONS  (as of May 1)

OKLAHOMA BOARD OF CORRECTIONS
     The Board of Corrections is composed of seven members, each appointed 
by the governor to serve six-year terms. One member is chosen from each of 
Oklahoma’s five congressional districts, and the other two serve 
at-large. The board establishes and reviews all policies of the 
Oklahoma Department of Corrections, appoints the DOC direc-
tor and confirms the appointments of wardens or unit heads. 
The Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board is a separate agency 
from the Board of Corrections. 
     Michael Roach currently serves as chairman of the Board of 
Corrections. The El Reno resident served as an Oklahoma City 
police officer for 25 years before he was appointed a U.S. mar-
shal in 2002 by President George W. Bush

     BOC meetings are open to the public.  The next meetings are 1 p.m. May 
23 at William Key CC in Fort Supply, Oklahoma, and at 1 p.m. June 27 at 
Mabel Bassett CC in McLoud, Oklahoma.

Roach

     • SB 325 (Sen. Frank Simpson) - Allows 
DOC to impose a fee on applications for 
offenders under supervision to transfer 
out-of-state. This fee would help pay 
for the federal mandate that requires 
Oklahoma to participate in the Interstate 
Compact for Adult Offender Supervision 
and requires DOC to transport offenders 
back to Oklahoma should they violate 
the conditions of their parole.  The fee 
will be set at $100 for each time the 
inmate submits an application to transfer 
out of state. This fee can be waived by 
the Director or his designee if the of-
fender cannot pay. (Waiting to be passed 
by the House)
     • SB 688 (Sen. Bryce Marlatt) - 
Addresses the future of the fire station 
located at the William S. Key Correctional 
Center. The fire station at William S. Key 
CC in Ft. Supply was set up as a volunteer 
station to cover emergencies at the cor-
rectional facility, the Department of Men-
tal Health’s Northwest Center for Behav-
ioral Health and surrounding areas. Since 
the creation of this volunteer station, the 
town of Ft. Supply has become properly 
equipped to handle any emergency that 
arises within their boundaries. (Approved 
and signed by Gov. Fallin)
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OKLAHOMA PARDON AND PAROLE BOARD

Fallin appoints judge
as member of PPB
     Gov. Mary Fallin recently ap-
pointed retired District Judge C. 
Allen McCall to the Oklahoma 
Pardon and Parole Board. 
     He will serve a term that 
expires in January 2019. By law, 
Pardon and Parole Board terms 
are concurrent with the gover-
nor. Confirmation from the Okla-
homa Senate is not required. 
     McCall, of Lawton, succeeds 
Patricia High. McCall is a retired 

district judge 
for Comanche 
and Cotton 
counties, but 
still is avail-
able to pre-
side in cases. 
He is on the 
Oklahoma 
Supreme 
Court’s active 

retired judge list.
     McCall at the age of 27 began 
his service on the bench as the 
youngest judge in the state 
in 1982, when he was named 
a special judge in Comanche 
County. He served as special 
judge until 1994, when he 
named a district judge for 
Comanche and Cotton counties. 
When he retired as district judge 
in 2013, he had served 31 years 
as a Comanche County judge, 
the longest-serving judge in 
that county. 
     “My judicial service of 31 
years included thousands of 
felony cases,” McCall said in a 
news release. “I am aware from 
that experience the critical 
importance of the Pardon and 
Parole Board.”
     Before being named a judge, 
McCall began his legal career as 
an assistant district attorney for 
Comanche and Cotton counties. 
He earned his bachelor’s and 
law degrees from the University 
of Oklahoma.

McCall

    • Vanessa Price and Pattye High have 
resigned from the PPB since the first of the 
year.  Remaining members are Tom Gillert 
(chair), Brett Macy and William Latimer.  
     During the March PPB meeting, at least 
five offenders were put off until May be-
cause one of the PPB members had to re-
cuse themselves.  This meant there would 
be no way for an offender to receive the 
statutorily required three affirmative votes.  
    • TEEM will be working with the PPB to 
identify TEEM clients that are on the parole 
hearing docket.  Bob Ravitz, Oklahoma 
County Public Defender, has secured 
funding from a private source to expand 
TEEM services to an additional 65 women 
in 2017.  A list of potential participants has 
been compiled and will be contacted by 
TEEM staff.  
    • The PPB was one of seven states 
selected to receive technical assistance 
on strategic planning from the National 
Parole Resource Center.  The PPB is also 
moving toward implementation of the LSI-
R assessment tool to aid in their decision 
making.   This would include training for 
board members and investigators.
     • The refinement and revision of the 
Commutation Application continues.  Final 
revisions were presented and approved at 
the March meeting.  OK-CURE continues to 
monitor for Administrative Rule action on 
commutation application procedures. 
      • Funding and budget issues continue 
to be a problem.  DeLynn Fudge, PPB 
executive director, reported that a 15 
percent budget cut would require reduc-
ing the agency’s staff by a quarter.  Ninety 

percent of the PPB budget is for person-
nel.  Chairman Gillert pointed out that 
this would create undue problems in light 
of increased hearings because of the 95 
Percent Capacity Pilot Project and pending 
criminal justice reform legislation.  Sena-
tors Wayne Shaw, Darcy Jech and Ervin Yen 
were present at the March PPB meeting.

SPRING 2017 PPB UPDATE

PPB cancels April meeting
     The Oklahoma Pardon and Parole 
Board had to cancel its April meeting 
because they didn’t have at least 3 
members in attendance.  Many cannot 
remember the last time this happened, 
if ever.
     What led to this remarkable oc-
currence?  Only three of the Board 
positions are filled with the February 
resignations of two governor-appoint-
ed members.  In April, PPB member 
Brett Macy was not available to attend 
the meetings.  The Board could not 
conduct any business because of the 
statutory requirements for at least 
three affirmative votes.  
     The Board extended its May meet-
ing by two days and will hear April and 
May parole, pardon and commutation 
dockets.  The May meeting is now 
scheduled for May 15-19.
     All meetings are held in the Ted R. 
Logan Meeting Room at Kate Bernard 
CC, 3300 Martin Luther King, Oklahoma 
City.  They are open to the public. 

Pardon and Parole Board Update – Spring 2017 
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Recent PPB Statistics: 
 

COMMUTATIONS # Applications Postponed Approved for 
Stage 2 

March 2017 25 1 1 
February 2017 28 0 0 
January 2017 47 0 0 
December 2016 60 0 1 
 
  

PAROLES # Docketed Board Recommended 
Non-Violent Violent 

January 2017 211 42 2 
December 2016 181 22 0 
November 2016 198 38 0 
October 2016 211 37 3 
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GET INVOLVED!  JOIN OK-CURE TODAY!  MAKE A DONATION! 
 

Friends, family members and supporters:  Use this form to join or renew your membership in 
OK-CURE.  This form can also be used for donations.  Thank you! 
 
Mail form and dues to:  OK-CURE, P.O. Box 9741, Tulsa OK 74157 
 
Name:              DOC#:          
 
Address:                       
 
                         
 
City:           State:    ZIP:        
 
Memberships:  Basic $10        Family $20      Life $100       
 
Offenders:  $2    Stamps     Indigent Offenders:  No charge  
 
DONATION AMOUNT: $              

     For some time, the Oklahoma 
Department of Corrections and the 
Pardon and Parole Board have been 
looking at part of statute, Title 57 Sec-
tion 332.7(G), which states that “when-
ever the population of the prison system 
exceeds ninety-five percent (95%) of the 
capacity as certified by the State Board 
of Corrections, the Pardon and Parole 
Board may, at its discretion, recommend 
to the Governor for parole any person 
who is incarcerated for a nonviolent 
offense not involving injury to a person 
and who is within six (6) months of his or 
her statutory parole eligibility date.”

     The PPB has intermittently imple-
mented this type of project depending 
on the Board and the Governor in of-
fice.  In January 2017, the PPB voted to 
implement a pilot project in consulta-
tion with the DOC and the Governor.
      It is anticipated that the pilot would 
increase the docket by an additional 
75-120 jacket reviews per month.  The 
docket is expected to begin in the 
Spring of 2017.

     Offenders meeting the following 
criteria could be reviewed:
     1. Serving sentences for non-violent 

offenses and going to supervision,
     2. At Levels III or IV,
     3. No consecutive sentences with 
time to serve, and
     4. No misconducts in the previous 
24 months.

     Excluded offenders are those:
     1. Serving violent offenders, current 
or  past,
     2. Serving 85% sentences,
     3. On GPS, EMP or PPCS,
     4. Have a parole hearing within the 
next 6-9 months, or
     5. Within 9 months of discharge.

Pardon and Parole Board’s 95% Capacity Pilot Project
A sign of hope

OK-CURE can be followed on Facebook and Twitter
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